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mission directed from Australia for more than half a century. In
the late 'seventies, the minister in charge had been Mr. Shirley Waldc-
mar Baker, whose influence upon old King George had become so
strong that he had been tempted to dabble in politics. By playing
upon King George's fear of losing his independence, he had induced
him to sign a treaty with the Germans, who had conferred upon Mr,
Baker the Order of the Red Eagle of Prussia as a reward for his
share in obtaining a coaling station in the group.
Now the King had a long-standing grievance against the Wcsleyan
Conference in Australia.  Large sums were contributed annually by
the Tongans, and part of the money was not spent in Tonga, but
diverted to other missions. The King wanted Tonga to be made a
separate Conference with control over its own funds; the Wcsleyan
Conference feared to allow so young a church out of leading strings.
Baker was then head of the mission.  He had invented a method of
collecting funds which would not have been approved by his superiors
in Australia.  Knowing how to work a congregation up to a frenzy
of enthusiasm, he would invite them to throw their contributions into
a basin, for in Tonga the left hand is always intended to know what
the right hand doeth. Few of the natives had enough coin to ring
in the basin, so he opened a moneylending office in the vestry, and
as fast as a basin was filled with florins, he returned the coins to the
donors against the note of hand in order that they might rc-cnact
their public charity.  If the efficiency of clergymen is judged by the
sums they can collect, Baker was the most efficient minister the
Mission had had, but when natives were sold up to recover their debts
to the moneylenders the abuses became so flagrant that at last a
committee was sent to hold an inquiry, and it reported that Mr.
Baker should be removed to another circuit. At this time Ungn, the
King's heir and Prime Minister, died in Auckland.  Baker arranged
with the Germans to bring the body back to Tonga in a ship of war
and land it with naval honours, which so much affected the King
that he offered Baker the vacant post. This enabled him to snap his
ringers at the Conference.
He now conceived a plan which would at once appeal to the King
and gratify his own private revenge on his old superiors. This was to
secede from the Conference and establish an independent Wesleyan
Church of Tonga, to be called the Free Church. He had prevailed